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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2012-674
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council Members Bishop and Redman
Date of Introduction: November 13, 2012
Committee(s) of Reference: TEU, F
Date of Analysis: November 15, 2012
Type of Action: Ordinance Code amendment
Bill Summary: The bill amends Ordinance Code Chapter 122 – Public Property, Chapter 636 – Traffic and Parking, and Chapter 802 –Public Parking to make numerous revisions to the City’s regulations and charges for public parking at meters and in parking lots (including the establishment of flexible, competitive parking rates at public facilities), parking for public officials, parking for persons with disabilities, and enforcement of parking regulations.  The bill authorizes the Economic Development Officer (EDO) to develop hourly, monthly and special event rates for municipal parking lots to meet three objectives: 1) be competitive with private parking facilities; 2) provide for most efficient use of City facilities; and 3) achieve other economic development and downtown revitalization goals, which may include a discount program for customers who lease large numbers of parking spaces and/or commit to long-term contracts.  The rate program may include graduated rates, discounted smartcards, waivers of parking regulations for particular events, and other options.  The rates must be filed with the City Council and will be considered effective upon filing unless the Council passes an ordinance to the contrary.
The bill changes the late fee for non-payment of parking tickets to remove the existing fixed late fees charged after 15 and 30 days of non-payment and provides for a new late fee of 50% of the ticket amount after 30 days and an additional 50% after 60 days.  It provides that parking meter zones shall be established by the Public Parking Officer rather than the City Highway Engineer, with the approval of the Sheriff.  It changes the authority for reserving parking meters for construction work vehicles from the Building Inspection Division to the Office of Public Parking and expands the authority to rent meters for business purposes other than construction, except that meter rental for customer or employee parking is prohibited.  It authorizes meter payment via means other than coins.  The bill makes it a Class D offense to remove a vehicle immobilizing device (a “boot).
Background Information: The bill is intended to allow the Office of Economic Development to manage parking resources as a City asset to meet public parking needs and to contribute to the revitalization of downtown by using parking as an incentive mechanism.
Policy Impact Area: Public parking; downtown redevelopment
Fiscal Impact: Undetermined
Analyst: Clements
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